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HITCHIN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


1947 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  to  present  ray  last  Annual  Report  to  you.  The  report  is 
compiled  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  Sanitary  Officers’  Orders. 

The  general  health  is  satisfactory,  especially  when  present  housing 
conditions  are  considered.  The  decrease  in  the  Birth  Rate  and  increase 
in  the  mortality  figures  may  be  because  of  bad  housing,  and  not  to  be 
wondered  at.  However,  I hope  the  Council  will  not  be  content  until 
there  is  a decent  environment  for  all  families  in  the  town. 

The  Council  will  see  by  this  report  the  large  amount  of  work 
which  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  to  carry  out  in  their  routine 
duties,  and  I wish  in  conclusion  to  thank  the  Public  Health  staff, 
headed  by  Mr.  Holt,  for  their  willing  co-operation  at  all  times.  The 
Council  with  the  Clerk  has  always  given  me  its  cordial  support,  without 
which  the  work  of  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  so  difficult,  and  I 
must  thank  you. 

My  satisfaction  is  that,  for  one  reason  or  another,  Hitchin  is  now 
a much  healthier  town  than  when  I was  first  appointed  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  NORMAN  MACFADYEN. 

M.B.,  D.P.H.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  3$5° 

Average  population  20,230 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  December  31st 5,45° 

Rateable  value  £l42A7& 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £574 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

160 

170 

330 

Illegitimate  

8 

8 

16 

168 

178 

346 

Birth  Rate  

17. 1 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

20.5 

The  Birth  Rate  has  decreased  from 

19.3  in 

the  year 

1946  to  17 

in  the  present  year.  The  Birth  Rate  for  1945 

was  16.6. 

Still  Births. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

6 

1 

7 

Illegitimate  

— 

2 

2 

6 

3 

9 

Still  Birth  Rate  

0.44 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 0.50 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  is  25.3. 


Deaths. 

Male  Female  Total  Death  Rate 

109  112  221  10.9 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  : 12.0. 

The  Death  Rate  has  increased  from  10.5  in  the  year  1946  to  10.9 
in  the  present  year.  The  Death  Rate  for  1945  was  IX-°- 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

Male 

Legitimate  8 

Fetnale 

4 

Total 

12 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ( per 

8 

1,000  live  births ) : 

4 

34-6. 

12 

3 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  41. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  has  increased  from  28.5  in  the  year 
1946  to  34.6  in  the  present  year.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  1945 
was  33.8. 

Death  Rate  of  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live 
Births  is  36.3. 


Death  Rate  of  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live 


Births  is  nil. 

The  causes  of  death  were : — 

Males 

Females 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

7 

1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

— 

r 

Influenza  

1 

1 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity:  and  oesophagus  (m); 

uterus  (f) 

— 

2 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

— 

3 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

2 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

8 

9 

Diabetes  

1 

2 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  

9 

16 

Heart  Diseases  

24 

18 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  

3 

6 

Bronchitis  

8 

4 

Pneumonia 

4 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Disease  

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  

2 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

1 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

1 

2 

Nephritis  

3 

3 

Premature  Birth 

4 

— 

Congenital  Malformations,  Injuries,  etc 

3 

3 

Suicide  

1 

3 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

— 

Other  Violent  Causes  

3 

4 

All  other  causes 

23 

23 

All  causes 

109 

1 12 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  

8 

16 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  

— 

— 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

— 

1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . . 

1 

— 
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SECTION  B— GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


i.  (i)  Staff.  ( See  cover). 

(ii)  Services  Provided. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Cambridge. 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Luton. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Herts.  County  Council,  who  now  control  the 
Ambulance  Services,  provide  two  Army-type  ambu- 
lances. There  is  also  one  ambulance  available  at  the 
North  Herts.  & South  Beds.  Hospital,  one  at  the 
Chalkdell  House  Institution,  and  one  is  provided  by 
the  North  Herts.  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  removal  of 
cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  Hitchin  District  Nursing  Association  provides 
four  Nurses  and  a full-time  Health  Visitor,  and  the 
following  is  a summary  of  visits,  etc.  paid  by  them 
during  their  year  1947-8. 

Summary  of  Work 


General  Visits  5,000 

Health  and  casual  visits 55891 

Ante-Natal  visits  372 

Maternity  visits  1,073 

Tuberculosis  visits 114 

Minor  Ailment  (cases)  288 

School  Inspections 98 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  94 

Other  Clinics 120 


(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

The  following  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Maples  School 
Clinic,  Bedford  Road,  Hitchin : — 

Minor  Ailment  Clinic, 

Dental  Clinic, 

Eye  Clinic, 

Ante-Natal  Clinic, 

Child  Welfare  Clinic. 
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There  is  a Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in  the  Out- 
Patients’  Department  of  the  North  Herts.  & South  Beds. 
Hospital  on  Tuesday  afternoons. 

(e)  Hospitals. 

North  Herts.  & South  Beds.  Hospital. 

Lister  Hospital. 

North  Herts.  Isolation  Hospital  (for  treatment  and 
isolation  of  infectious  disease). 


SECTION  F— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER. 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

i.  There  were  14 1 cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during 
the  year.  No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified.  During  1947  192 
children  under  5 years  of  age,  and  24  children  5 years  but  under  15 
years  of  age,  received  the  full  course  of  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria.  287  children  also  received  a boosting  inoculation.  The 
diphtheria  prophylactic  used  at  the  Maples  Minor  Ailment  Clinic 
and  the  Schools,  where  the  majority  of  the  immunisations  were  carried 
out,  is  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid. 

Although  a number  of  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  were  notified 
in  the  locality,  only  one  case  was  notified  in  this  district.  The  person 
concerned  recovered  from  the  attack. 


Notifiable  Diseases  During  the  Year  1947 


Total  Cases 

Cases  Admitted  to 

Total 

Disease 

Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

20 

19 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid)  2 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

12 

4 

8 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

37 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

46 

— 

1 

Chicken  Pox  

20 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

1 

— 

— 
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ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES,  1947  (UNDER  AGE  GROUPS) 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1947 


Age  Periods 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0 — 

1 — 

5—  

15—  

25—  

35—  

45—  

55—  

65  and  upwards 

1 — 

2 6 

4 3 

1 2 

2 — 

2 — 

— 3 

4 — 

— 1 

— 1 

1 — 

1 — 

2 1 

3 — 

1 — 

— 1 

Totals 

12  11 

5 5 

7 1 

— 1 
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FOR  THE  YEAR  1947 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  sixth  Annual  Report  upon  the  work  carried 
out  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1947. 

The  shortage  of  building  materials  and  labour  still  prevents  the 
reconditioning  of  houses  under  the  Housing  Act,  and  nuisances  and 
housing  defects  were  again  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 
Difficulties  constantly  arise  when  complaints  are  received  from  the 
tenants  of  houses  which  are  beyond  reconditioning  and  repair,  and 
which  would,  but  for  the  Minister  of  Health’s  embargo,  be  made  the 
subject  of  Demolition  or  Clearance  Orders.  In  these  cases  it  is  only 
possible  to  have  the  houses  patched  up  and  made  roughly  weather- 
proof, and  consequently  I should  emphasise  that  a considerable 
number  of  families  are  doomed  to  exist  in  insanitary,  unfit  and 
dilapidated  houses  at  least  until  such  time  as  the  Minister’s  embargo 
is  lifted.  During  the  year,  however,  the  ground  floor  of  one  house 
was  made  the  subject  of  a Closing  Order  and  the  family  concerned 
was  re-housed  in  a Council  house. 

The  issue  of  W.B.A.  Materials  Priority  Certificates  for  the 
purchase  of  various  sanitary  fittings  and  other  building  materials 
necessitated  a large  number  of  visits  and  revisits  to  the  premises 
concerned  in  order  to  check  the  necessity  for  the  work  and  the  use 
of  the  fittings  or  materials. 

Once  again  during  1947  much  time  was  spent  on  the  inspection 
and  supervision  of  food  and  its  preparation,  especially  meat  inspection 
at  the  Bacon  Factory,  milk  and  ice  cream  sampling,  and  the  inspection 
of  food-stuffs  in  retail  shops,  etc. 

I have  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  W.  M.  Mathews,  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  conscientious  and  valuable  assistance,  and 
to  all  the  Council’s  officials  for  their  continued  co-operation. 


I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

( Signed ) N.  HOLT,  m.s.i.a 


A.S.I.A.,  A.R.SAN.I., 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS’  VISITS  AND 
NOTICES  SERVED  DURING 
THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1947 

Nature  of  Visit  or  Inspection 


General  Sanitation — 


Drainage  

315 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

2 

Factories  

29 

Outworkers  

1 

Bakehouses  

13 

Refuse  and  Salvage  Collection 

21 

Refuse  Disposal  

56 

Rats  and  Mice  

6 

Shops  

1 

Employment  Agencies  

2 

Petroleum  Installations  

49 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  

157 

Housing:  Under  Public  Health  Acts — 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  

775 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  

2,245 

Under  Housing  Acts — 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  

2 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  

8 

Overcrowding — 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  

10 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  

11 

Verminous  Premises — 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  

92 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  

190 

Infectious  Diseases — 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  I.D 

30 

Visits  re  disinfection  

47 

Miscellaneous  I.D.  visits 

62 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection : Inspection  of  Meat — 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  

300 

Visits  to  Shops  and  Stalls  

24 

Visits  to  Butchers  

39 

10 


Visits  to — 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  20 

Grocers 9° 

Greengrocers 2 

Cowsheds  4 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  150 

Ice  Cream  Premises 84 

Restaurants,  &c 11 

Market  Stalls 9 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 42 

Visits  in  connection  with  Sampling — 

Milk — Bacteriological  117 

Milk — Tubercle  Bacilli  31 

Notices  served — 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 535 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  536 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 33 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  27 


Sanitary  Improvements  Carried  Out  under  the  Supervision  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors 


Houses,  etc. — 

Roofs  repaired  39 

Chimney  stacks  pointed  or  repaired 2 

Chimney  flues  repaired  2 

Rainwater  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  34 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 42 

Walls  pointed  or  repaired 3 

Windows  repaired 8 

New  sash  cords  provided 6 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed 14 

Ovens  repaired  or  renewed  4 

Plastering  to  firegrates  repaired 3 

Hearthstones  repaired  or  renewed  1 

Staircases  repaired 2 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired 3 

Wallplaster  repaired 13 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired  19 

Walls  cleansed  1 

Ceilings  cleansed  1 


1 1 


Doors  repaired  2 

Handrails  repaired i 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed 14 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  provided 22 

Sink  waste  pipes  trapped 26 

Washing  boilers  repaired 6 

Washing  boilers  new  pans  provided  3 

Washing  boilers  firegrates  repaired  2 

Dampness  remedied 1 

Yard  surfaces  relaid  or  repaired 2 

Sufficient  water  supply  provided 7 

Hot  water  supply  systems  repaired  4 

Washbasins  fitted  41 

Baths  fitted  3 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  1 


Drainage — 

New  drains  constructed  

Old  drains  reconstructed 

Drains : Repaired  

Disconnected  from  sewer 
Inspection  chambers  provided 

Ventilated 

Cleansed  

Self-cleansing  gullies  provided  ... 
Inspection  chamber  covers  renewed 
Soil  pipes  provided  or  repaired  ... 

Vent  pipes  provided  or  repaired  ... 


Dustbins — 

Replaced  with  new  dustbins  369 

W aterclosets — 

Roofs  repaired  1 

Walls  repaired  1 

New  pans  fitted  151 

Connections  repaired  4 

Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  45 

New  flushpipes  fitted  1 

Provided  with  a sufficient  supply  of  water 13 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  1 

Seats  fitted  29 

Urinals  provided  1 


5 

10 

1 

20 

2 

49 

20 

17 

4 
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SECTION  C— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  (i)  Water. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  outlying  houses,  Hitchin 
obtains  its  water  from  a piped  supply  owned  by  the  Council. 
I am  indebted  to  Mr.  S.  Davey,  Water  Engineer,  for  the 
following  information : — 

Water  is  obtained  from  three  deep  wells,  Well  Head  and 
Temple  End,  situated  at  the  village  of  Charlton,  and  Oughton 
Head,  situated  on  the  boundary  of  Pirton. 

The  subsoil  of  the  district  is  mainly  chalk.  The  water 
supply  has  been  easily  maintained  and  can  meet  with  all  the 
anticipated  increase  over  the  next  few  years.  The  Council  also 
supply  water  in  bulk  to  the  Hitchin  Rural  District  Council  for 
the  areas  of  Ickleford  and  Cadwell. 

Water  mains  have  been  laid  for  the  Council’s  new  housing 
estates  and  these  have  been  chlorinated  and  a satisfactory  report 
from  the  analyst  obtained  before  any  supply  has  been  given 
from  them. 

The  water  from  Temple  End  and  Well  Head  is  chlorinated 
before  being  stored,  and  dechlorinated  before  being  pumped 
into  supply.  The  water  from  Oughton  Head  well  is  now 
pumped  direct  to  supply  without  chlorination,  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health’s  approval. 

The  Council’s  analyst  calls  every  fortnight  and  takes 
samples  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  of  the  raw 
and  treated  waters  from  the  three  wells.  All  the  samples  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  only  extensions  to  the  sewers  were  those  on  the  new 
housing  sites  at  Purwell  Lane  and  Highover  Estate. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  change  from  previous  year. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

With  the  exception  of  the  main  village  of  Charlton,  com- 
prising 34  houses,  and  a few  outlying  premises,  the  whole  of 
the  district  is  served  by  water  closets,  which,  excluding  one 
or  two  houses  which  discharge  into  cesspools,  are  connected 
to  the  Council’s  sewers.  Charlton  is  in  the  main  provided  with 
pail  closets  or  connected  to  cesspools. 

A scheme  has  been  prepared  by  the  Council  for  the  sewer- 
ing of  Charlton  village. 
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(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  cost  of  Refuse 
Collection  and  Disposal  during  the  financial  year,  1947-8:  — 


Number  of  loads  collected 

Estimated  weight 

Cost  of  Collection  

Cost  per  ton  

Cost  of  Disposal 

Cost  per  ton  

Cost  of  Collection  and  Disposal 
Cost  per  ton  of  Collection  and  Disposal 


2,605 

4,470  tons 
£5,038 

£1,156 


£6,194 

£1 


o 

2 

O 

5 

o 
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Salvage. 


The  following  table  shows  the  materials  salvaged  during 
the  year  and  the  receipts  therefrom : — 


Tons  Cwts.  Ors.  Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Wastepaper 

209 

6 

— 

14 

L553 

3 

1 

Metals — 

Light  Iron 

3 

2 

3 

— 

4 

14 

1 

Steel  

5 

3 

— 

8 

8 

Cast  Aluminium  . 

2 

12 

1 

6 

8 

Rolled  Aluminium 

3 

— 

1 

6 

16 

4 

Brass  

5 

3 

9 

1 1 

6 

2 

Copper  

2 

— 

2 

6 

9 

2 

Lead  

3 

— 

15 

1 1 

13 

2 

Battery  Lead 

8 

3 

19 

19 

2 

2 

Uncleaned  Metals 

2 

1 

H 

2 

8 

11 

Rags  

6 

16 

3 

26 

172 

5 

9 

Sacking  

6 

15 

1 

26 

44 

17 

1 1 

String  

1 

20 

7 

1 

Curled  Hair 

2 

12 

4 

1 1 

1 

Flock  

2 

— 

19 

11 

4 

Bones 

7 

3 

— 

2 

1 

8 

Kitchen  Waste 

214 

16 

— 

— 

322 

4 

0 

Condemned  Food- 

stuffs  

3 

11 

2 

12 

12 

10 

7 

Total 

446 

1 1 

2 

5 

£2,176 

17 

10 

Kitchen  Waste 

Collection  Allowance 

147 

12 

9 

Wastepaper  — Increased  Collection 

Allowance  54  1 3 


Total  Receipts  £2,378  11  10 
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(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

See  pages  io,  n and  12. 

(iv)  Shops  and  Offices. 

In  the  case  of  one  shop  informal  action  was  taken  to 
remedy  dampness.  No  action  was  taken  during  the  year 
regarding  offices. 

(v)  Camping  Sites. 

Nil. 

(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 

Inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

(vii)  Swimming  Baths. 

There  is  a Public  Open  Air  Swimming  Bath  provided  by 
the  Council,  comprising  a Main  pool  and  a Children’s  pool. 
Samples  of  the  water  in  the  pools  were  taken  at  approximately 
fortnightly  intervals  and  generally  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

(viii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(a)  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  6 

(b)  Other  houses  found  to  be  infested 22 

All  the  infested  houses  were  disinfested.  Where  it  is  pos- 
sible for  the  tenant  and  his  family  to  vacate  the  infested 
premises  for  twenty-four  hours  a gassing  method  of  disinfesta- 
tion is  used,  the  rooms  being  sealed  and  put  under  gas  by 
means  of  “Thermatox”  fumigators.  After  unsealing  the  rooms 
are  sprayed  with  an  insecticide  containing  D.D.T.  as  a pre- 
caution against  possible  reinfestation.  Where  the  tenant  is 
unable  to  vacate  the  house  the  rooms  are  only  sprayed  as  above. 
In  these  cases  the  use  of  D.D.T.  has  been  found  to  be  quite 
efficacious  although  live  bugs  persist  in  the  premises  for 
several  days. 

The  Council  are  carrying  out  the  disinfestation  of  ver- 
minous premises  as  a free  service. 


4.  Schools. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  D— HOUSING 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  During  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  . ...  777 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  2,253 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion   427 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers 413 

3.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year. 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 41 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners 33 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  2 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  n and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  Nil 


SECTION  E— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(a)  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  two  cowkeepers  and  milk  producers  and  ten  retail 
purveyors  of  milk  registered  in  the  urban  district.  One  producer 
is  licensed  to  produce  Tuberculin  Tested  milk.  Two  farms  and  six 
other  premises  used  as  dairies  by  the  above  persons  are  also  regis- 
tered in  the  district. 

Four  milk  purveyors  hold  an  annual  Dealer’s  Bottling  Licence 
to  use  the  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  in  relation  to  certain 
milk  bottled  by  them  at  their  respective  dairies,  two  purveyors 
an  annual  Dealer’s  Retailing  Licence  to  use  the  designation 
“Tuberculin  Tested”  in  relation  to  certain  milk  retailed  by  them 
within  the  urban  district,  and  one  purveyor  holds  a Dealer’s 
Retailing  Licence  to  use  the  designation  “Pasteurised”  in  relation 
to  certain  milk  retailed  by  him  within  the  area.  Another  pur- 
veyor holds  a Supplementary  Licence  to  use  the  designation 
“Pasteurised”  in  relation  to  milk  retailed  in  Hitchin. 
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Inspections  of  farms  and  dairies  were  made  during  the  year 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders. 

During  the  year  133  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  37 
different  cowkeepers  and  purveyors  who  produce  and  retail  milk 
for  sale  in  Hitchin.  The  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  with  the  following  results : — 


No.  of 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Coliform  Test 

Samples 

Class  of  Milk 

Passed  Failed 

Passed  Failed 

68 

Ungraded  ... 

43  25 

47  21 

17 

Accredited 

15  2 

14  3 

42 

Tuberculin  Tested  31  11 

29  13 

Methylene  Blue  Test  Phosphatase  Test 

Passed  Failed 

Passed  Failed 

3 

Pasteurised 

1 2 

3 — 

3 

Heat  Treated 

2 1 

2 1 

Regarding  the  designated  milks  the  following  samples  satisfied 
the  standards  laid  down  for  those  milks : — 


Accredited  14  out  of  17  samples  or  82.3% 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  26  out  of  42  samples  or  61.9% 

Pasteurised  1 out  of  3 samples  or  33.3% 

Guinea  pig  inoculations  were  carried  out  with  73  of  the 
samples  to  test  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli.  One  Ungraded 
sample  was  found  to  be  positive,  i.e.  1.37  of  the  milks  submitted 
to  a biological  examination.  The  infected  sample  was  taken  direct 
from  a producer’s  churns  on  delivery  to  a dairy.  The  dairy  how- 
ever was  authorised  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  heat  treat  milk, 
and  it  was  arranged  for  the  affected  milk  to  be  so  treated  and 
rendered  free  from  infection.  An  investigation  of  the  cows  at  the 
farm  concerned  by  the  Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  resulted  in  a Guernsey  cow  being 
slaughtered,  a post  mortem  of  which  revealed  a tuberculous  udder. 

Two  dairies  in  the  district  are  authorised  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food  to  heat  treat  milk,  and  the  bulk  of  the  milk  delivered  to  them 
is  Heat  treated  and  retailed  to  the  public  as  Heat  Treated  milk. 
45  samples  of  the  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  and  examined 
with  the  following  results : — 

No.  of  Methylene  Blue  Test  Phosphatase  Test 

Samples  Class  of  Milk  Passed  Failed  Passed  Failed 
45  Heat  Treated  ...  35  10  35  10 

It  will  be  noted  that  10  samples  failed  the  phosphatase  test, 
indicating  that  on  occasions  heat  treatment  was  inadequate  or  raw 
milk  had  gained  access  to  the  treated  milk.  The  ten  failures 
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occurred  at  one  dairy  where,  after  investigations,  it  was  found  that 
a faulty  design  of  the  heat  treatment  plant  allowed  a small 
quantity  of  milk  to  stand  outside  the  holder,  and  therefore  as  a 
consequence  not  be  raised  to  the  proper  temperature.  The  makers 
of  the  plant  found  it  impracticable  to  remedy  the  defect,  and  the 
dairy  has  now  therefore  ordered  a complete  new  “High  Tem- 
perature Short  Time”  heat  treatment  plant.  Meanwhile  certain 
steps  are  being  taken  to  try  to  avoid  the  mixing  of  heat  treated 
with  inadequately  heated  milk  held  outside  the  holder. 

All  milk  delivered  to  the  schools  in  Hitchin  is  heat  treated,  and 
24  samples  of  school  milks  were  also  taken  and  examined  with  the 
following  results : — 

No.  of  Methylene  Bine  Test  Phosphatase  Test 

Samples  Class  of  Milk  Passed  Failed  Passed  Failed 

24  Heat  Treated  ...  21  3 18  6 

It  will  be  noted  that  6 samples  failed  the  phosphatase  test.  Two 
of  the  failures  were  heat  treated  at  the  dairy  mentioned  previously, 
and  the  remaining  four  at  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Allen  & 
Hanbury,  Ware. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

The  Herts.  & Beds.  Co-operative  Bacon  Factory  carry  out 
extensive  slaughtering  of  pigs  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals 
killed  and  inspected  during  the  year : — 

Total  number  of  pigs  killed  28,303 

Total  number  of  pigs  inspected 28,303 

Percentage  inspected  100% 

Of  the  above  animals  the  following  carcases,  offal,  etc.,  were 
found  to  be  diseased  or  unsound  and  unfit  for  food,  and  were 
voluntarily  surrendered  and  disposed  of  so  as  not  to  be  used  for 


human  consumption : — 

Tuberculosis. 

Lbs. 

6 Pork  pig  carcases  535 

66  Bacon  pig  carcases  10,949 

2 Sow  carcases  635 

Miscellaneous  fores,  legs,  collars,  etc 929 

2,957  Pigs’  Heads  and  Tongues  38,402 

433  Pigs’  Plucks  2,481 


53,931 
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Other  Diseases 

Lbs. 

2 Pork  pig  carcases  

Fevered 

124 

1 Pork  pig  carcase  

Emaciation 

38 

4 Bacon  pig  carcases  

Fevered 

526 

16  Bacon  pig  carcases  

Moribund 

2,^23 

1 Bacon  pig  carcase  

Jaundice 

129 

1 Bacon  pig  carcase  

Pleurisy,  &c. 

212 

1 Bacon  pig  carcase  

Pytemia 

122 

1 Bacon  pig  carcase  

Swine  Erysipelas 

130 

1 Bacon  pig’s  side  

Swine  Erysipelas 

65 

1 Bacon  pig’s  forequarter  .. 

Pleurisy,  &c. 

30 

1 Bacon  pig’s  forequarter  .. 

Injury 

23 

5 Bacon  pigs’  forequarters 

Abscesses 

166 

2 Bacon  pigs’  forequarters  . 

Growth 

52 

38  Bacon  pigs’  legs  

1 Bacon  pig’s  collar  

Injury 

S06 

Abscess 

6 

Pigs — miscellaneous  parts 

...  Abscess  and  injury 

39 

1,324  Pigs’  plucks  

45  Pigs’  lungs  Cong< 

2,693  Pigs’  stomachs  

2,731  Pigs’  kidneys  

Cirrhosis,  &c. 

7467 

:stion  and  Pneumonia 

no 

Inflammation 

9,376 

Cystic  and  Nephritis 

778 

22,922 

Numerous  visits  were  made  to  butcher’s  shops,  food  shops  and 
other  food  preparing  premises.  The  following  quantities  of  food- 
stuffs were  also  found  to  be  unsound  and  unfit  for  food,  were 
voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  owners,  and  disposed  of  so  as  not 
to  be  used  for  human  consumption : — 

Meat  from  Butchers’  shops,  etc.  Lbs. 

1 Forequarter  of  Beef  Decomposition  215 

2 Part  Forequarters  of  Beef  Decomposition  44 

2 Hindquarters  of  Beef  Decomposition  257 

3 Part  Hindquarters  of  Beef  Decomposition  300 

2 Part  Hindquarters  of  Beef  Abscesses  46 

1 Part  Forequarter  of  Beef  (Frozen)  ...  Decomposition  14 

7 Part  Hindquarters  of  Beef  (Frozen)  . . . Decomposition  487 

2 Shoulders  of  Mutton  Decomposition  9 

Trimmings  of  Mutton  Contaminated  14 

51  Tins  of  Corned  Beef  Blown  containers  87 


1473 
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General 

Lbs. 

Bacon  

65^ 

Flour,  cereals,  etc.  

3183 

Ice  cream  powder  

2,464 

Fruit,  vegetables,  etc 

1,6942 

Fish 

2,9674 

Tinned  milk  

55It 

Jam,  etc 

... 

125 

Miscellaneous  tinned  and  packed  foods 

i,446i 

9,633i 


Grand  Total  of  Foodstuffs  condemned  (all  classes)  87,959^  lbs., 
or  39  tons  5 cwts.  1 qr.  il:f  lbs. 


Ice  Cream. 

The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947,  came 
into  operation  on  May  1st,  1947.  The  premises  and  plant  of  the 
three  ice  cream  manufacturers  in  the  district  were  therefore  in- 
spected with  a view  to  compliance  with  the  above  Regulations 
within  the  time  specified  therein.  The  object  of  the  compulsory 
heat  treatment  is  to  destroy  any  pathogenic  or  other  bacteria  which 
may  be  present  in  the  ice  cream  mix,  and  the  quick  cooling  of  the 
mix  to  inhibit  the  growth  of  organisms.  The  storage  and  retailing 
facilities  of  other  ice  cream  vendors  were  also  inspected  from  time 
to  time  during  the  year. 


Twenty-seven  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  a 
bacteriological  examination  during  1947,  and  after  the  application 
of  a Methylene  Blue  Reduction  test  were  classified  as  follows : — 


Grade  1 
Grade  2 


Satisfactory 

8 j 


Grade  3 
Grade  4 


5 Unsatisfactory 
4 1 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1937 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1947 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


Part  I of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  ( including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  ... 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 


Number  of 


Number  on  Written  Occupiers 

Register  Inspections  notices  prosecuted 
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101  15  13 


14 


137  15  L3 


Total 


2. 


Cases  in  which  dejects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature 
(S-3)  ••• 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S-4)  

Ineffective  Drainage  of 
Floors  (S.6)  

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7):  — 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork)  

Total 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  Number  nf 
were  found  cases  in 

. which 

Referred  prosecutions 
ToH.M.  ByH.M.  were 
Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

4 2 — — — 


2 

2 


1 1 


3 

7 


i — 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
OUTWORK  (Sections  i io  and  1 1 1) 


Nature  of  Work 


Wearing  apparel 
making,  etc. 


Section 


• 5 ^ 

3 *3 

<*> 

h. 

3 

■= 

So 

o 

a 

work 

^ to 

.3 

to 

to 

3 

«o.O 
v.  r* 

£ U 

° o 

•2 

•'i  3 

Cj  ti> 

8* 

cases 

ists 

£ 

3 O. 

a 

5 2 

3 3 

~ O 

ob 

o bo 

o o. 

. 3 

.•5 

C O' 

Q 3 

o 

.o  ~ 

£2 


£ 3 


Section  1 1 1 


•o 

£ 
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Wm.  Carling  & Co.,  Ltd. 
Hitchin  Herts. 


